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William Rapp in 1958. Photo courtesy of his daughter, Susan Beranek.

Rapp and wife Dr. Janet L. C. Rapp, also an NOV member, left Doane in
1952 so that Rapp could take ajob with the Nebraska State Department of Health as
a stream biologist and medical entomologist. Among his first projects was collecting
blood samples from birds in an attempt to discover how the Western equine
encephalitis virus cases that were showing up in western Nebraska was spread. Later
he worked with mosquito control, tick surveys and public education programs. He
eventually gave up the editor's job to Doris Gates in 1955, but he served as president
for one year beginning in the spring of 1955.
Rapp retired from the Nebraska State Department of Health in 1985, and
wife Janet passed away in 1997. In 1999 he married Jean Vincent, whom he knew
from his undergraduate days at Rutgers and moved to Pittsford, New York, in the
Finger Lakes region. His interest in birds continued, and he also did studies on
terrestrial isopods and the taxonomy of spiders. His last article published in the
Nebraska Bird Review, on selected areas of bird study in Nebraska, was in December
2005.

Editor's note: Information for the above came from an obituary in the Rochester
Democrat & Chronicle and from correspondence with Bill Rapp.

